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TH Rationale

“ BIB This lesson can be used to intragk studentgo a famous song by Woodyuthrie and the
CENTER story behind it, as well as introduce students to the idea of Guthrie as a proponent of civil
rights.

Materials
A copy othe attached reading for each student

Sandards
(from Oklahoma C3 Standards for the Social Studies)
Content Standard 4.2 Examinamultiple points of view regarding the historic evolution of race relations in

Oklahoma

Common Core Standards
RI 910.1Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well

as inferences drawn from the text.

RI1 910.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums, determining which details are
emphasizedn each account.



Donodot Kill My Baby

Words and Music by Woody Guthrie

As | walked down that old dark town
Inthe town where | was born,

| heard the saddest lonesome moan
| ever heard before.

My hair it trembled at the roots
Cold chills run down my spine,
As | drew near that jail house

| heard this deathly cry:

O, don't kill my baby and my son,

O ,don't kill my baby and my son.

You can stretch my neck on that old river bridge,
But don't kill my baby and my son.

Now, I've heard the cries of a panther,

Now, I've heard the coyotes yell,

But that long, lonesome cry shook the whole wide world
And itcome from the cell of the jall.
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And the hoot owls that hoot in the night,

But the graveyard itself is happy compared

To the voice in that jailhouse that night.

Then | saw a picture on a postcard

It showed the Caadian River Bridge,

Three bodies hanging to swing in the wind,
A mother and two sons they'd lynched.

There's a wild wind blows down the river,

There's a wild wind blows through the trees,

There's a wild wind that blows ‘round this wide wide world,
And hee's what the wild winds say:

and

Lynching of Laura Nelson
Photograph by:George Henry Farnum
Wikipedia.com
August 12, 2013

My Son
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. What things are being personified in the second stanza?

. Note the actions the objects being personified perform. What mood is created?

. In the fourth stanza, Guthrie compares tbees of the motherd those of animals. What migtite
mother and those animals have in common?

. Who does the speaker want to be saved?

. What is the tone of this song?

. What words contribute to the tone?



Read the following newspaparticles written about the abduction and lynching of the Nelsons. Discuss how
the articles and the song are different in focus, tone, etc.

The Independeray 25, 1911 Okemah Ledgdviay 25, 1911




